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The Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great 
 
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Vareis) 
By your cross you destroyed death, and opened paradise to the thief. 
You transformed the sorrow of the Myrrh-bearers, and commanded the 
apostles to proclaim that you have risen from the dead, Christ our God, 
granting to the world great mercy. 
 
Apolytikion of the Holy Cross (Tone One) 
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting our rulers 
to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your commonwealth by Your 
Cross. 
  
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu, nikas tis 
vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son feelaton, dia tu Stavru su, 
politevma. 
 
Kontakion of the Akathist Hymn to the Theotokos 
(Plagal Four) 
Mighty Defender and Commander, I, your city sing hymns of 
thanksgiving for the victory ascribed to you. From all terrors, have you 
rescued me, Theotokos. I entreat you, for your power is invincible from 
all dangers that may threaten me, deliver me, that I may cry to you: "Hail 
to you, O ever-Virgin Bride." 
 
 

   
 

The Epistle is from Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-6 
BRETHREN, since we have a high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we 
have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For every high 
priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in 
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 
Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as 
for those of the people. And one does not take the honor upon himself, 
but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt 
himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to 
him, "Thou art my Son, today I have begotten thee"; as he says also in 
another place, "Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of 
Melchizedek." 
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The Gospel is from Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 
 he Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. For whoever would 

save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it 
profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
life? For what can a man give in return for his life? 
For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son 
of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power." 
 

   
 

Saint of the Day: Chrysanthos and Daria 
Saint Chrysanthus, who was from Alexandria, had been instructed in the 
Faith of Christ by a certain bishop. His father, who was a senator by rank 
and a pagan, had him shut up in prison for many days; then, seeing the 
unchanging disposition of his mind, he commanded that a certain young 
woman named Daria be brought from Athens. She was a very beautiful 
and learned maiden, and also an idolater, and Chrysanthus' father wedded 
him to her so that he might be drawn away from the Faith of Christ 
because of his love for her. Instead of this however, Chrysanthus drew 
Daria unto piety, and both of them boldly proclaimed Christ and received 
the crown of martyrdom in 283, during the reign of Numerian, when they 
were buried alive in a pit of mire. 
 

Saint of the Week: Basil, Bishop of Ankyra 
Saint Basil strove in martyrdom during the short reign of Julian the 
Apostate, from 361-363. The Saint was denounced as a Christian to 
Saturninus, Governor of Ancyra, who, when Basil would not deny Christ, 
had him hanged from a post and scraped on his sides, then beaten, and cast 
into prison. A few days later, when Julian himself came through Ancyra, 
the Saint was brought before him and was asked to deny Christ, Whom he 
rather confessed the more. Julian then had strips cut in his flesh, so that 
they were left hanging from his body in front and in back. The valiant 
Martyr tore one of these strips off of his body and cast it into Julian's face. 
At this Julian commanded that iron spits be heated fiery hot; Saint Basil's 

belly, his back, and all his joints were pierced with them, and he received the crown of 
martyrdom. 
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